St. Cecilia
Catholic Church
5020 7th Avenue
Regina, SK
S4T 0S1
306-545-4051
www.stcecregina.com

Mass Schedule
Tuesday, 7 pm
Wednesday – Friday, 8:30 am
Saturday, 7 pm
Sunday, 10 am

Grade 8 – Mrs. Stewart-Mitchell and Mr. Baumgartner (St. Francis)

These students made a difference in the lives of seniors in the community. They went to the Regent Park Safeway
on “Senior” grocery day and helped them by taking heavy items off the shelf, pushing their cart, carrying the
groceries to their car and enjoying the fellowship of their company.

Sacred Heart Community School Advent Liturgies
Tuesday mornings in Advent,
students, staff and St. Cecilia
parishioners gathered for prayer and
to hear the Old Testament stories
represented by symbols placed on
the Jesse Tree. Each story prepared
the way for the coming of Jesus The
Messiah.
The students presently use the
former Sacred Heart Church as their
gymnasium and assembly area until
a new gym can be built.
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A Message from our Pastor
In the gospel of St.
Matthew [2:1‐2] wise
men following a star
were seeking a new born
king of the Jews. Since
last Christmas a new
'star' has again appeared
on the horizon. No ‐ not
a rock star, or movie star
or political star! Rather ‐
a new Pope. Pope
Francis. A man not afraid
to identify himself
initially as a sinner. The
humility which this new pontiff carries himself coupled with his desire to
serve the poor, the excluded and marginalized people of the world has
indeed captured the imagination and the admiration of many ‐ both
inside and outside of the Church. In fact, Time Magazine just recently
named him their 'Person of the Year'.
The simplicity and warmth exuding from our new Holy Father reflects
that of the Christ, whose birth into our world we celebrate. The
refreshing pastoral style of Pope Francis will hopefully re‐ignite the
spiritual passion and enthusiasm envisioned by Pope Benedict when he
inaugurated the Year of Faith over a year ago. To coincide with this, our
parish developed a mission statement by which we hope to vision and
strive to carry out Christ's work ... 'Sharing God's Gifts, Serving Others,
In Christ's Love'. As a star symbolizes hope, energy and guidance for all
who have the wisdom to follow it, may our messianic Star ‐ Jesus Christ
continue to shine brightly on us this Christmas and always!
God bless!
Fr. John Weckend

Stewardship
Receiving, Nurturing, Sharing and Returning God’s Gifts
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A Message from St. Francis Community School Principal

Grade 7 – Mrs. Trudelle

This year St. Francis School chose not to have a traditional Advent concert, but
instead, each of our classes performed some type of Advent community service.
This community service took on many forms from caroling at Queen Victoria
Estates, spending time with the residents of Martha House, working for the Food
Bank, cleaning the Church, shoveling snow in the neighbourhood, to helping seniors
with their grocery shopping at Safeway and entertaining children at the YMCA
daycare. The overriding theme was that everyone involved gave of themselves for
the benefit of others. This project not only aligned with Regina Catholic Schools’
goal of becoming a “people of service” but also with the words of the Holy Father,
Pope Francis, who stated that “… because with us what is highest must be at the
service of others.” (3/28/13, Prison for Minors)
On behalf of the staff and students of St. Francis Community School, I would like to wish all the parishioners of
St. Cecilia Church a holy and restful Christmas season and we look forward to working together again in the
New Year.
God Bless!
Ben Szumack

Editor’s Note: This edition of the newsletter highlights the St. Francis Advent community service projects.
They are wonderful examples of putting into action and living our parish Mission Statement, Sharing God’s
Gifts, Serving Others, In Christ’s Love.

The Grade Seven students brought some Christmas cheer to sick children. They created get well/Christmas cards
and crafts for the patients of Unit 4F (Pediatrics Ward) at the Regina General Hospital. Each student was
responsible for bringing some cheer and well wishes to one child in the ward.

Advent Community Service Projects

Grade 8 – Mr. Rieger

Prekindergarten – Mrs. Cooper and Grade 1 – Ms. Wagner

The students used their time to make fleece knotted prayer blankets for people in our community. They made the
blankets while saying special prayers for the people and Father John blessed the blankets. The students took the
blankets to the Regina Police Service and other agencies. They hope this project will possibly continue throughout
the year.
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During the months of December and January, these students are walking around the St. Francis
neighbourhoods and shoveling driveways. As a class, they decided this would be a great way to spread
the “Pay it Forward” movement and get some additional physical activity during the winter months.
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Grade 6 – Mrs. Keen and Grade 1 – Ms. Wagner

These two grades paired up and visited Queen Victoria Estates Retirement Home. They performed a few Christmas
songs and sang carols with the residents. They brought lots of festive joy and cheer to the residents with song,
treats and visiting.

Grade 6 – Ms. Spelliscy

The Grade Six class decorated and distributed donation cans to support Bright Eyes Dog Rescue (BEDR) ‐‐ a
registered charity committed to rescuing dogs from troubled or dangerous situations. They hope to turn many sad
puppy eyes into bright, happy eyes this Advent season, so the families and dogs can live a BEDR life.
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Kindergarten – Miss Ahlstrom and Grade 3 – Mrs. Boutilier and
Mrs. Dewildt

These classes visited Martha House to spread some good cheer! Martha House is a home for retired priests. In
preparation for the visit, they baked cookies, made Christmas ornaments, and created cards for these wonderful
residents. During the visit, they sang carols.

Grade 1 – Mrs. Spitzer

The Grade One class shared songs and entertainment with the people at Benson Manor. Their wintery Snow Show
included songs about icicles, snowflakes, snowmen, mittens and more. After the show, the students served
special homemade candy‐cane ice cream to their new ‘grandfriends’.
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Grade 2 – Mrs. Hindle and Mrs. West

Grade 4/5 – Ms. Walby

The Grade Two classes extended some Advent warmth and joy to the preschool groups that attend
the Rochdale and Northwest YMCA daycare. They spent quality time with the children through
student planned, organized, and implemented seasonal centres. They experienced the importance
of giving time to others – which is a gift in itself.

Every year the Food Bank gives out approximately 2500 hampers to families who need help through the holidays.
These students were honoured to be decorating the hamper boxes. They learned the value of giving back, the
importance of community involvement, the necessity of a balanced diet and nutrition and of course the joy of
creativity in creating their own personalized hamper box! They can paint, draw, wrap, bedazzle .. you name it!!

Grade 4 – Mrs. McClare

Grade 5 – Mrs. Brassard

The Grade Fours worked on projects to make life easier for people in need and to share the fun of the season with
neighbours. The students created packages of toiletry items for Visitation House. They did some Christmas baking
and delivered it with the packages. They also made Christmas cards and delivered them around the
neighbourhood. These students are especially gifted artists and wished to use their talents to bring Christmas into
the hearts of their neighbours.
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Mrs. Brassard’s class chose St. Cecilia church for their project. The students spent the day washing the pews,
scrapping gum off the bottom of the pews and repairing the Mass parts cards.

Page 5

