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Whenever we hear the story of the raising of Lazarus from the tomb, we might be 
tempted to easily bypass the encounter of Jesus with Martha and Mary which 
precedes the miraculous event. We always like to 'cut to the chase' and find out what 
ultimately happens before it happens.   
 
In this case in the midst of grieving the loss of their brother and wondering why 
Jesus was so slow in arriving when there was still a chance that he might heal 
Lazarus, Martha is confronted with a question. 
 
Jesus says to her: 'I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me even 
though they die will live forever and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die.' Do you believe this?  
 
Now just think if that same question were posed to you - especially at a juncture in 
your life when you thought your whole world was falling apart. It might be the death 
of a spouse, a family member, a close intimate friend. Or perhaps it's a failed 
marriage, a devastating medical prognosis, or whatever we might experience as the 
end of life as we knew it. How would we respond? 
 
It would be understandable emotionally to wonder where God was in all this. Was 
our Faith in vain?  Was God punishing us for something? Do we even believe in God 
in view of all this? 
 
When our world is shaken and even turned upside down and we are left without 
explanation [like Job in the Old Testament] and when pious clichés do little to assure 
us - what do we do? 
 
For some - the response is cynicism and bitterness, a loss of faith that may last for 
the rest of one's life. 
 
For others, while not neglecting a necessary grieving process, there is the possibility 
of a new inner birth - the birth of a far deeper spiritual life than ever before. 
 
Indeed, why is God seemingly slow to come to our rescue? Why did Jesus delay in 
coming to the aid of a very ill Lazarus? 
 
Perhaps it was, as John's gospel points out, that he was there to share the burden of 
Martha and Mary's grief. 'He was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved and 
wept'. God truly shares and walks with us in our darkest hours. 
 
Perhaps that is the point of the whole episode - eliciting the faith of Martha 'Yes Lord, 
I believe you are the Christ, the Son of God - the one coming into the world'. [notice 
the present tense of the verb 'coming' as if to say that Christ is a present reality in 



our experience of life and not just a beloved historical figure.] He walks with us 
whatever befalls us in life. 
 
Yes - Lazarus was eventually physically raised from the dead and restored to his 
loved ones in that occasion. Indeed a miracle that would prefigure Christ's own 
resurrection. But let us not forget the miracle of Martha's profession of faith amidst 
the chaos of her loss and grief. 
 
The questions remains: Can we do the same - especially when life seems to pull the 
rug out from under us? 
 
The resurrection of the spirit goes hand in hand with the resurrection of the body. 
Otherwise we simply become curious onlookers rather than participants in a new life. 
 
As we draw nearer to Holy Week let us pray for the kind of faith and trust in the Lord 
which Martha exhibited so that the stone of unbelief and doubt may also be rolled 
away from our hearts as well. 
 
As Jesus said to Thomas after his resurrection: 'You believe because you can see, 
Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet believe.' [John 20:29] 


